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KALEIDA HEALTH, EASTERN NIAGARA ANNOUNCE AFFILIATION 
 
LOCKPORT, N.Y. (April 8, 2016) – Eastern Niagara Health (ENH) System and Kaleida Health 
have entered into a new affiliation agreement.  
 
The partnership will transform the delivery of care in Niagara County by providing opportunities to 
develop new programs and enhance access to services throughout the region. 
 
George V.C. Muscato, Eastern Niagara Hospital Board Chairman said, “Our partnership with 
Kaleida Health will be a great benefit to the eastern Niagara community and our efforts to preserve 
local health care.  This partnership will be advantageous to the hospital as we make efforts to jointly 
recruit new physicians and specialists to the area, further clinical education, and implement new 
programs. An affiliation with Kaleida Health will also facilitate ENH’s access to their tertiary centers 
like Women & Children’s Hospital, Buffalo General Medical Center and the Gates Vascular 
Institute, which is ranked nationally for cardiac and stroke.” 
 
The board of directors at the respective health systems recently approved the agreement.   
 
“We are very pleased to announce our affiliation with Eastern Niagara,” said Frank Curci, chair of 
the Kaleida Health Board of Directors. “This is a very important initiative for the community, and in 
particular, Niagara County. Kaleida Health remains focused on doing what's best for the patients that 
we serve and that includes developing new relationships that will help improve quality and access, as 
well as managing and improving the health of the Western New York population.” 
 
The opportunity is to be connected to a larger, local health system that is community-focused, yet 
maintains a very large footprint across Western New York.  Moreover, it allows for local control of 
health care in eastern Niagara County with connectivity to Kaleida Health’s award winning programs 
and services. 
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“This is an incredible opportunity to do what’s best for the community and the patients that we serve 
together in Niagara County and across Western New York,” said Jody Lomeo, the president and 
CEO of Kaleida Health. “As partners, we can collaborate and improve care locally – all the while 
improving access to Kaleida Health’s services and programs. We are very thankful for the 
opportunity to be able to affiliate with Eastern Niagara.” 
 
Lomeo said the affiliation with Kaleida Health will allow for opportunities in telemedicine, joint 
physician recruitment, clinical education, information technology enhancement and supply chain. 

 
By affiliating with Kaleida Health, Eastern Niagara is now better equipped to coordinate care. 
Patients in the eastern Niagara region will have access to appropriate care locally and be seamlessly 
transitioned to the tertiary network at places like the Gates Vascular Institute, Buffalo General 
Medical Center and the Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo. 
 
Eastern Niagara will also have greater coordination of care and enhanced partnerships with Erie 
County Medical Center (a partner of Kaleida Health) and their centers of excellence in behavioral 
health and transplantation, along with adult level one trauma care.  
 
Clare A. Haar, Eastern Niagara Hospital’s Chief Executive Officer added, “The hospital will benefit 
from the collaborative working relationship and more effectively align us for the challenges ahead in 
health care.  We are looking forward to working with our Kaleida Health colleagues for the future of 
health care in this region and anticipate many positive developments from this affiliation in the 
months and years ahead.” 
 
The two health systems will now work together to develop a full vision, plan and strategy for the 
eastern Niagara County community. The process will include communication, community 
engagement, as well as physician and employee participation to ensure that the Niagara community’s 
health care needs are met.  
 
Madhav Deshmukh, MD, President of ENH’s Medical Staff added, “The Medical Staff has a long 
history of respect for the tertiary services provided by Kaleida Health in this region.  As practicing 
physicians, we look forward to the clinical collaboration benefits that an affiliation will bring to 
Eastern Niagara Hospital.” 
 
The Eastern Niagara Health System (ENHS) consists of Eastern Niagara Hospital’s acute care site in 
the City of Lockport, outpatient service facilities in the Towns of Lockport and Newfane, and the 
Niagara Regional Surgery Center. 
 
Kaleida Health includes the Buffalo General Medical Center, DeGraff Memorial Hospital, Gates 
Vascular Institute, Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital and the Women & Children’s Hospital of 
Buffalo. They also operate HighPointe on Michigan and the DeGraff Memorial Hospital skilled 
nursing facility, plus the nation’s oldest – and original - Visiting Nursing Association. The 
organization is also affiliated with Great Lakes Health, the entity integrating Kaleida Health, Erie 
County Medical Center (ECMC) Corporation and the University at Buffalo.   
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